
A Transcendent Life in Christ
Luke 19:1-10



Introduction: Self-Transcendence

Overcoming the limits of the individual self and its desires 
in spiritual contemplation and realization.





THE IMPORTANCE OF

“The key to becoming your best self is to assume 
the responsibility for one’s own well-being and 
future; to discover, develop, and use one’s gifts to 
serve others; and to do the right thing as demanded 
by each situation.”  

- Dr. Frankl’s greatest insight



Change our mindset from being a taker to becoming a giver. 

Takers ask, “What can I get from life? What is there for me?” 

Givers ask, “What can I give to life? What does life expect

from me?”



You are responsible to give back to society what you 
have been given. 

The more that is given, the more that is expected.



I. Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19: 1-10)



II. Zacchaeus said to Jesus

“Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to 
the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I 

will pay back four times the amount.”  (V8)



Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house, 

because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 
lost” (Verses 9-10)



III. From Zacchaeus’ words, we gather that:

 he had been guilty of defrauding people, 

 he was remorseful over his past actions, and 

 he was committed to making restitution.



IV. From Jesus’ words, we understand that: 

 Zacchaeus was saved that day and his sin 

was forgiven, and 

 the evidence of his salvation was both his 

public confession (see Romans 10:10) and his 

relinquishing of all ill-gotten gains. 



V. Zacchaeus Truly Repented

 His sincerity was evident in his immediate desire to 

make restitution. 

 Here was a man who was penitent and contrite, and 

the proof of his conversion to Christ was his resolve to 

atone, as much as possible, for his past sins. 

 He was also very generous and charitable. 

 His generosity here would result in him losing 

everything but he could not care less because he 

gained the precious salvation that Jesus was giving to 

him.



 The same holds true for anyone who truly knows Christ 

today. 

 Genuine repentance leads to a desire to redress wrongs. 

 When someone becomes a Christian, he will have a 

desire born of deep conviction to do good, and that 

includes making restoration whenever possible. 



The idea of                                        is crucially 
important to remember.

 There are some crimes and sins for which there is 

no adequate restitution. 

In such instances, a Christian should make some 

form of restitution that demonstrates repentance, 

but at the same time, does not need to feel guilty 

about the inability to make full restitution. 



 Restitution is to be a result of our salvation—it is 

not a requirement for salvation. 

If you have received forgiveness of sins through 

faith in Jesus Christ, 

 all of your sins are forgiven, 

 whether or not you have been able to make 

restitution for them.



 Jesus came to bring salvation to sinners so that 

we may have life. 

 For where Jesus is, there is salvation! 

 As long as a person is willing to accept Jesus as 

their Lord and Saviour and repent from their sinful 

ways, he or she can be re-admitted into the 

mainstream of society and live a full and 

overcoming life. 



VI. Zacchaeus’ Determinations

a. Zacchaeus Did Not Give Up

First of all, Zacchaeus did not shrink in the 

face of difficulties.



b. Zacchaeus was Proactive and Creative

Although his goal was impeded by a hostile 

crowd and obstructed by tall trees, he 

resolved not to remain “small in stature.”



What obstacles do you face today? 

Are you facing criticism by others? 

You feel that you do not have any friends?

Are you experiencing financial turbulence? 

Do you feel you are lacking in talent? 

Are you too young? Are you too old? 

Seem hard to find any free time to serve God? 

Too introverted to be willing to contact other people? 

Is your faith or love fading away?



Jesus Knows You and Accepts You

The scriptural text does not say that Zacchaeus saw Jesus. 

Instead, Scripture emphasizes that Jesus was the one who 

looked up, seeing Zacchaeus, and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry 

and come down, for I must stay at your house today” (v. 5)



 It is our attitude and our relationship with God that:

determines the kind of lives we get to live and the kind 

of blessing and harmony we can bring to our 
community. 

 Let’s entrust all our obstacles, worries, inadequacies, 

and weaknesses to Jesus. 



 We need to repent and make good the wrongs 

we have made in the past. 

 Let’s be resolute in our pursuit of the Lord. Let’s 

desire after Jesus. 

 Serve Him to the best of our ability. 



 Obey His commandment to love one another. 

 This is what it means to offer up ourselves as 

living sacrifices. 

 Jesus will certainly lift us up so that our lives may 

be transformed from being “small in stature” to 

being great in His sight.


